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M E M O R A N D U M  
  

 
Date 

November 8, 2005 
 
To 

Presiding Judges of the Superior Courts 
Executive Officers of the Superior Courts 
 
From 

Tamara Abrams, Project Manager 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
 
Subject 

Funding for Interpreters in Domestic Violence 
and Family Law Cases 

 Action Requested 

Please sign and return letter of interest and 
proposed line-item budget to be considered 
for funding. 
 
Deadline 

November 30, 2005 
 
Contact 

Jenny Tang, Administrative Coordinator 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
415-865-7961 phone 
415-865-7217 fax 
jenny.tang@jud.ca.gov 

 

 
The Center For Families, Children & the Courts, Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) is 
requesting letters of interest from courts that wish to receive funding for the fiscal year 2005–
2006 for court interpreters in certain family law cases. Funding for the program is contingent 
upon Judicial Council approval, which is expected by December 2005. 
 
The Domestic Violence–Family Law Interpreter Program will provide $1,702,500 to fund 
interpreter services for litigants in family law cases which include: 
 

1. Domestic violence protective orders that have been sought or issued, 
2. General family law, and 
3. Elder abuse protective orders that have been sought or issued. 

 
The need for interpreters in domestic violence cases must be completely met before funds can be 
utilized for general family law and elder abuse cases. Participating courts can use the funds to 
cover the costs of providing certified or registered interpreters and to pay for interpreter 
coordinator services. Funding for services can commence effective July 1, 2005. All courts are 
eligible to apply, even if they received funding for this program from fiscal year 2004–2005 
funds. 
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http://serranus.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/grants/current.htm

If your court would like to receive funding, please sign the form enclosed to this letter and return 
the original to Jenny Tang at the address below. You may also find the attachments on Serranus 
at . Your letter must be postmarked 
no later than Wednesday, November 30, 2005. You may send a fax in advance of your original 
signed request form. Every court that submits a letter of interest will be eligible to participate in 
the program. Funding will be allocated based on the number of courts requesting participation 
and the individual court’s expenditures from previous funding years. 
 
As in the previous year, the AOC is asking courts to submit their budget information at the same 
time as the letter of interest. In addition, if the court is requesting funding that is more than the 
previous years’ expenditures, as reported to the AOC, an explanation substantiating the increase 
in funding must be included. This process will enable us to improve our allocation system. 
 
The AOC is committed to working with all courts to streamline reporting obligations as much as 
possible. Courts interested in seeking ways to simplify the reporting requirements of this 
program are encouraged to contact Jenny Tang for assistance. 
 
Please mail the letter of interest and proposed line-item budget report to: 
 

Jenny Tang 
Administrative Coordinator 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, California 94102-3688 

Reporting Requirements 
The memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the AOC will require you to collect the 
following data from your court for each type of case: 
 

• Number of eligible half and full interpreter days 
• Number of interpretations 
• Date of each interpretation  
• Language  
• Whether the interpreter was certified, registered, or otherwise qualified 

Eligible Half and Full Interpreter Days 
Cases are eligible if (1) one of the parties has sought or been granted a restraining order under 
California Family Code section 6221, or (2) the case is brought under the Family Code, or (3) 
one of the parties has sought or been granted a restraining order under Welfare and Institutions 
Code section 15657.03, and (4) one of the parties does not speak or understand the English 
language with proficiency. 
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Distribution of Funds 
After the letters of interest and proposed budget are submitted and reviewed, the AOC will return 
the MOU for your review and signature, with funding to follow. 
 
If you have any questions or concern, please contact Jenny Tang. We are looking forward to 
working with you on this important program. 
 
 
TA/jt 
Enclosures 
cc: Court Project Managers (for fiscal year 2004–2005 grants) 
 AOC Regional Administrative Directors 
 Diane Nunn, Director, AOC Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
 Lucy Smallsreed, Grants Program Administrator, AOC Executive Office Programs Division 
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